<< WIN A CHANCE TO SEE THE INTERNATIONAL BOWL NCAA FOOTBA

THE SPORT MAGAZINE THAT KICKS
WINTER 2006 | $3.95

CFL 8
SUHS

WHORCOREDID) ™Sy (2
®

L

THEIHOGKEY N\
GERR|GUIDE s

EINDRIOUR
SULE

BRHAT'S HOT
ERNIEOOTWEAR

w2 SABS
4 \ y



COVER // SIDNEY CROSBY

e cecaanaE

ILE

‘:Origin:
'-ICOLE HARBOUR, N.S-

“REPLAY F




Sidney Crosby is one of hockey’s brightest
stars. Selected first in the 2005 NHL Entry
Draft, the Nova Scotia native finished sixth
in scoring in his rookie campaign and
became the youngest player in league
history to score 100 points in a season. All
eyes are on him this season as he anchors a
Pittsburgh Penguins team loaded with
young talent. Correspondent Randi Druzin
recently spoke to the 19-year-old athlete
about his teammates, his superstitions and
the women who want to marry him.

Not much at all. At this point, he's just
learning English so we're trying hard to
understand each other. [Russian teammate]
Sergei Gonchar has been doing a lot of
translating. Malkin seems like a great guy
though. His English is getting better every
day. I'm looking forward to playing with him
for a long time, and building some chemistry
with him.

It's like drool. I'm not very good at Russian
s0, hopefully, Malkin will be able to pick up
English.

We have a young team. We have to go out
there with the attitude that we want to win
every night. If we make mistakes along the
way, we have to correct them. But we have
to realize that we're young and we're going
to make mistakes. We can't be too hard on
ourselves. We have to play to our strengths,
do what we can and see what happens. But

| don't think it would be good for us to put too
much pressure on ourselves because we're
so young. If we go out there, have fun and
work on getting better, hopefully good things
will happen.

He congratulated me but we didn't discuss it
too much. It was a pretty fun ride toward the
end of the season. We were getting closer
and closer [to making the playoffs]. It was a
great honour to be congratulated by Lemieux,
and to be in that company.

| don't think so.

Ovechkin deserved it. He had a great rookie
year. | was just happy to have a good year
and be part of that group of rookies. It's hard
to say what future rookie classes will look
like, but | think ours will be a good candidate
for being considered one of the best



He's a great player. He's fast and strong.
He can score goals from anywhere so he's
dangerous when he's out there. There's
always an element of surprise because
he's really creative. It's pretty hard to get
a step on him or to read what he's going
to do.

We did a thing with Sports /llustrated a
while ago. [In an NHL preview, the
magazine ran a story focusing on the two
players.] Other than that, I've only come
across him during and after games. | don't
really know him that well.

I was fine with that decision. | would
never second-guess anyone representing
the country. Obviously, the team fell short
[and was eliminated in the quarter-finals].
The expectations were high. But that kind
of thing happens.

It's always easy to say “What if?” | don't
think | was the only player people were
talking about in that context. | think there
are a lot of players who arguably could
have been there. But I'm not going to
second-guess anything. I'm just looking
forward to hopefully getting a chance to
play at the 2010 Winter Games.

Yes.

Oh yeah, lots of guys have. When that
happens, | say to them politely: “Could
you please not touch them?” But now that
I've been playing on a team for more than
a year, the other guys are usually quick to
stop anyone from touching the sticks.
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Yes, it's the same kind of thing with
goalies. Some goalies don't like to have
their pads touched. So their teammates
stop people from touching them.

Yes, it can. But players seem to make
allowances for everything. Every player
has his thing and others respect that.

It would depend on how | played in that
game. You know, sometimes a guy will
touch my stick before a game and | play
well. So, | use the same stick in the next
game and the game after, until the good
luck wears off. It's funny how that works.
But if a guy touches my stick and | don't
play well, he'll probably hear from me in
practice the next day.

It was great. | came into the league at a
pretty young age, so coming into a family
atmosphere was pretty nice. It was great
to be in a family environment—and to be
around Mario.

Yes, | am. | came back for another year—
another extension of the contract, so to
speak.

As far as the way a family operates it's
pretty much the same. But Mario has four
kids so it's a pretty busy house—a little
busier than it was in my house with just
me and my sister, Taylor.

Just being in a family atmosphere. As a
hockey player, you sometimes go through
tough times so it's good to come home to
a family environment. Also, you don’t
want to [dwell on problems] too much.
So it's good to be in a setting with a
positive atmosphere.

| watched movies with the kids. | even
babysat them sometimes. Mario
has three daughters and one son.
One time, he and | got stuck watching
Legally Blonde.

Yes, it was.

That's a misconception. | used to shoot on
the net and the dryer was behind the net.
When | missed the net, | hit the dryer.

Yes, | missed the net a few times over i
the years.

No. It broke last year so she has a
new one.

Meeting [fellow guest] Rob Schneider.
That was pretty cool. Obviously, it was
nice to meet Jay Leno, but | wasn't as
familiar with him as | was with Schneider.
He mentioned that he was a hockey fan.
He was on the show to promote the
movie, Deuce Bigalow: European Gigolo.

Yes, | have.

Yes!

|
In junior, hockey guys are the same age so ,
you spend more down time together. You |
go to school with them or watch movies
with them and stuff like that. In the NHL,
there’s a bigger age range. When the
guys have free time, they spend it with
their families. But then, you travel
so much you end up seeing your
teammates a lot.

Not a lot. It's tough during the season.
| haven't done too much dating, to be
hanest with you.

No, | haven't. But | have seen a few of
those signs.

| don't know about that. The chances
aren't too good, but we'll see.

Wow. You put me on the spot with that
one. Let me think about that for a second
... I like Eva Mendes.

Jessica Alba.

CAREER MILESTONES

June 7, 2003: Crosby is drafted first overall in
the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League by the
Rimouski Océanic. He wins the scoring title and
sets a new scoring record for 16-year-olds in
his rookie season. He tallies 54 goals-and
81 assists.

Dec. 28, 2003: Croshy scores his first goal of
the world junior hockey championship, in a 7-2
win over Switzerland. He becomes the youngest
player ever to score for the team, at 16 years, 4
months and 24 days

July 30, 2005: The Pittsburgh Penguins select

Crosby first overall in the 2005 NHL Entry Draft.

Oct. 5, 2005: Crosby plays in his first NHL game,
against the New Jersey Devils. He assists on
the Penguins’ first goal of the season.

Oct. 8, 2005: Crosby scores his first NHL goal, ]
against the Boston Bruins. ]

Dec. 16, 2005: Crosby is named an alternate
captain for the Penguins.

April 13, 2006: Croshy breaks Mario Lemieux's
Penguins rookie assist record by notching one
goal and three assists in a 5-3 win over the New
York Rangers. Lemieux recorded 57 assists in his
rookie year—Crosby finishes with 63.

April 17, 2006: Crosby scores his 100th point,
becoming the youngest player in the history of
the NHL to score that many in a single season.
He finishes the season with 102 points, putting
him sixth in league scoring.

June 22, 2006: Crosby finishes second in voting
for the Calder Memorial Trophy, which goes to
the league’s top rookie.



